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 PROFESSIONAL RÉSUMÉ 
 

 

  
 Wolf D. Schonborn 
 

 500   NE 25th St.  Suite 8  
 Pompano Beach,  FL  33064  USA 
 Cell Phone: +1 (954) 854-8283 

Office 24/7: +1 (203) 256-1000 
 wschonborn@independentmaritime.com 

 
Current Position 

 

 
 

Senior Marine Engineer / Surveyor  
Independent Maritime Consultants LLC 

  

 

 
IMC acts as Commercial Correspondents for  several major Hull and Machinery (H&M) and 
Protection & Indemnity (P&I) underwriters, which  includes  providing claims handling assist- 
ance to their assured,  performing surveys and  investigating casualties of all kinds, mitigat- 
ing and evaluating damages,  assisting in coordinating ship  repairs and providing technical  
advice. In addition, IMC provides surveys, technical consulting and expert witness services  
to maritime law firms, ship Owners, Charterers and their liability underwriters, in connection  
with major casualties, personal injury and cargo claims. 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY:    

 
 Aug 2008 to Nov. 2017:    London Offshore Consultants, Inc.  
    

Senior Marine Engineer, Surveyor and Consultant, dedicated to  
the investigation of Marine Casualty Claims, Loss Prevention,  
Condition Surveys, On-Hire /Off-Hire / Loss of Hire Surveys,  
Pre-Purchase Inspections, Repair Supervision.  
 
Legal experience:  
 
Expert witness testimony in numerous depositions, USA arbitration 
hearings, and assisting major Maritime Law firms in the USA and 
the UK with marine machinery failure, contaminated fuel, ground- 
dings, fires  and other casualty related cases. 
 
Major recent cases:  
 
Lead Surveyor for the H&M Underwriters and their legal counsel in  
the engine room fire on a major cruise line vessel with damages of  
over 65 Million dollars.  
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Lead Surveyor for H&M Underwriters in the engine room fire on a  
very large container vessel with damages of over 20 Million dollars.  
 
Lead surveyor for P&I interests and their legal counsel in the UK,  
in the grounding of a major bulk carrier on the River Plate, Argentina. 
 
 
Surveying and Engineering Experience includes but not limited to  
Hull & Machinery surveys such as major engine room fires, engine  
failures, fuel contamination disputes, vibration problems, exhaust  
gas analysis, with special experience in attending all MAN-BW and  
Wärtsilä / Sulzer two-stroke and four-stroke engines, reduction gears 
clutches and shaft generators, auxiliary engines and all related  
mechanical, electrical, hydraulic and pneumatic machinery and their  
control equipment. 

 
Also surveying major damages to hull, cargo holds, hatch covers,  
cranes, cargo elevators, mooring and other deck machinery, loss or  
damage to propellers and rudders including Becker type, azimuth  
drives, steering gears, and bow thrusters.   

 
,   Conducting surveys relative to the above on behalf of all major P&I 
P&I                and H&M interests, on a wide range of tankers, bulk carriers,  car  

 carriers, dry-cargo, LNG and chemical product carriers, very large  
 passenger vessels, pipe-laying vessels, anchor handling tugs, harbor 
 tugs, crew boats, and mega-yachts. 

 
Supervising repairs or reconstruction to hull and machinery ship-side,  
yard- side including major crankshaft replacements on ships and at  
engine maker’s plants. 

 
 

 1999 to 2007  MAN Diesel North America Inc. / MAN Engines & Components Inc.  
  both in Ft. Lauderdale, Fl., holding the following portfolios: 

 
Superintendent Engineer responsible for development of an MAN- 
controlled Fleet Maintenance Program for 56 diesel engines of 8000  
KW and up, for Norwegian Cruise Lines.  
      
Manager Special Marine Projects  
Development of highly compact propulsion plants for high-speed  
pleasure craft, and military and commercial applications.  
 
Manager Marine Engine Production 
Development of a production facility to produce 200 high-speed  
diesel engines per year, of 1000 hp and above, for use in high-speed  
pleasure craft, and military and commercial applications in the USA.  
Goal achieved in 2001. 
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Manager, Marine Engine Service 
Providing customer service to US clients for over 2000 MAN high  
speed engines installed and in active service in the USA. 
 

 
 1986 to 1999 Mappex Consultants (Peru) S.A., Lima, Peru 
 

President and Manager of Engineering 
 
Design, construction, operational engineering of marine & stationary  
power plants, including a 40 MW diesel electric plant at 4300 meters  
above sea level, only plant of its kind in the world at that altitude.  
Responsible jointly to MAN and the Canadian Export Finance Corp.  
for this $ 40,000,000 project with a labor force of 450 men.  
 
Design, construction, installation of docking fender systems, oil spill 
prevention and control systems for various Peruvian ports. 
 
 

 1978 to 1986 MAN-GHH Canada, Montreal, Canada 
 
  General Manager, Marine Diesel Division 
 

Responsible for Marine Engineering and technical coordination with  
most major Canadian shipyards for single / and multiple engine ship 
propulsion plants in the construction of three self-unloading bulk  
carriers over 40,000 tons for the Great Lakes, twelve ocean-going  
multi-purpose cargo vessels of 15,000 tons for Karageorgis, Greece,  
three product tankers for Shell, and for the MV “Arctic”, the first ever  
oceangoing and icebreaking commercial bulk carrier built for Fednav  
under sponsorship by the Canadian Government. 
 
In 1981 helped with the conceptual design and eventual sale for MAN  
of the largest multi-engine diesel propulsion plant ever constructed  
until then, for Dome Petroleum Arctic Class 10 ice breaker with over  
80,000 hp. 
 
In 1981 listed in the Canadian publication “Seaports and the Shipping  
World” with the top 500 members of the Canadian Maritime scene. 
 

 1974 to 1978 Peacock Brothers – Weir / MAN Canada, Montreal, Canada 
   

Chief Engineer Marine Diesel Projects for MAN diesel engines 
 

   Responsible for Marine Engineering and technical liaison with most 
  of the major Canadian shipyards for diesel propulsion on ships under        
  construction. 
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 1970 to 1974 Montreal Locomotive Works / ALCO, Montreal, Canada 
 

Chief Engineer, design, construction, commissioning of Stationary  
Diesel Power Plants for the James Bay Hydro Project, phases 1  
and 2, various power plants commissioned in India, Bangladesh,  
Yugoslavia, Sierra Leone, Peru, Chile, and Northern Canada. 
 

 1965 to 1970 Irving Oil / Kent Lines Ltd., St. John, NB., Canada 
 

Served as 3rd, 2nd and Chief Engineer on oil tankers and large  
iron ore carriers, with MAN KZ and KSZ two-stroke engines and  
General Electric steam turbines.   
 

 1960 to 1962 HAPAG Hamburg America Line, Hamburg, Germany 
 

Served as Engineering Cadet and 4th engineer on freighters, with  
MAN two-stroke engines KZ and KSZ type, Siemens and AEG  
steam turbines, Babcock and Foster Wheeler boilers. 
 

 
HIGHER EDUCATION: State Marine Engineers College, Flensburg, Germany 
  (Staatliche Fachschule for Marine Engineers) 1962 to 1965 
 
QUALIFICATIONS:  Marine Engineer, grad.    Marine Propulsion Systems 

Formally recognized in the USA as equivalent to a Master’s Degree 
in Marine Engineering from an accredited U.S. College 

 
MEMBERSHIPS:  Canadian Institute of Marine Engineers 
  Society of Automotive Engineers SAE (USA) 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE, SUMMARY 

 
I have dedicated my entire working life to ships, engines and power  

stations, and above all, to the people living and working with these. 

 

Fluent in German, English and Spanish spoken and written, I have  

managed a great number of substantial projects in the field of marine  

diesel propulsion, power generation, pumping stations and production  

plants in many parts of the world, from the Canadian Arctic, Peruvian  

Andes to the Ganges River in Bangladesh, always being engaged  

with engineers, technicians and other personal of the most diverse 

background; designing, constructing, commissioning, operating, main- 

taining, repairing and surveying complicated machinery plants on ships  

and power stations, and teaching others to do the same.  

 


